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Once  again  —  news  for  food-shoppers  from  the  Department  of 
Agricul ture. 

We  may  have  a  few  more  watermelons  than  last  July,  "but  prices 
will  be  about  the  same.     In  Georgia,  the  leading  melon  State,  the 
crop  is  about  the  same  as  last  3rear  but  the  melons  are  ripening  about 
2  weeks  earlier.    Only  melons  grading  U.   S.  No.  1  will  be  shipped 
from  the  southeastern  melon-producing  States,  because  of  a  regulation 
issued  under  the  Watermelon  Marketing  Agreement. 

And  it  looks  as  if  we'd  have  more  cantaloups.    Prices  will 
go  down  as  supplies  increase.     California  and  Arizona  are  still 
shipping  cantaloups,  but  they  are  also  coming  from  Southern  and 
Mid-Western  States.    Most  of  the  cantaloups  from  the  South  and  Mid- 
West  are  brought  to  market  by  truck  —  they  are  not  subject  to  the 
same  strict  grade  and  maturity  standards  as  western  cantaloups. 

Row  —  about  peaches.    Although  there  may  be  a  smaller  total 
crop  of  peaches  this  year,  there's  a  sharp  increase  in  prospect  from 
the  Southern  States,  which  supply  most  of  our  eating  peaches. 
Georgia  is  the  leading  peach  producing  State  in  the  South.  Most 
of  the  Georgia  peaches  are  shipped  in  July.     California  peaches 
are  ordinarily  used  for  drying  and  canning.     The  California  crop 
is  smaller  than  a  year  ago,  but  since  last  year's  pack  was  so  big, 
more  than  the  usual  number  of  California  peaches  will  be  for  sale 
as  fresh  fruit.    Peach  prices  this  month  will  probably  continue 
lower  than  they  were  last  ye?.r,   since  the  Southern  crop  is  so  large. 

The  first  apple  and  grape  shipments  from  this  year's  crops 
came  to  market  about  the  middle  of  June.  There'll  be  more  apples 
and  grapes  this  month,  but  the  heaviest  supplies  come  in  October. 
It  looks  as  if  Tre'll  have  fewer  apples,  but  more  grapes  this  year 
than  w«  had  last  year. 

And  we'll  probably  have  more  of  the  summer  vegetables  this 
year  —  except  for  onions,  green  peppers,  and  potatoes. 
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Wholesale  potato  prices  have  moved  up  from  their  relatively 
low  level  of  last  year.    Unless  there  are  more  potatoes  from  the 
late  producing  States  than  are  in  prospect  nor;,  prices  will  probably 
go  down  less  than  usual  during  the  next  few  months,  and  will  stay 
higher  than  they  were  last  year. 

But  there'll  "be  lots  of  lemons  and  limes  for  good  thirst 
quenchers  this  summer.    Most  domestic  lemons  come  from  California, 
while  domestic  limes  come  almost  exclusive^rom  Florida.  Florida's 
lime  crop  more  than  doubled  itself  this  year,  and  there  are  about 
10  percent  more  lemons  than  last  year.     So  while  prices  of  lemons 
and  limes  usually  go  up  with  the  thermometer,  they'll  be  more 
plentiful  this  year  at  prices  lower  than  a  year  ago. 

Most  of  the  orange  shipments  now  are  California  Valencia  or 
summer  oranges.     The  Florida  season  usually  closes  in  early  July, 
leaving  California  oranges  the  principal  supply  until  the  new  crop 
is  ready  in  the  fall.    Orange  prices  are  expected  to  continue  lov/er 
than  a  year  ago  and  to  go  up  less  than  usual  from  now  to  October 
because  of  the  large  crop  of  California  Valencias. 

Poultry  prices  probably  will  go  lower  than  usual  during  the 
next  six  months,  even  going  below  their  1937  level.     They  usually 
hit  bottom  in  December.     Th2re  has  been  more  poultry  on  the  market 
because  hatchings  have  been  larger  than  in  the  first  half  of  1937* 
The  extent  of  increase  in  supplies  over  a  year  ago  depends  on  how 
many  chickens  are  kept  for  egg  production.  '  Most  of  the  marketings 
during  July  are  fowls  —  poultry  over  a  year  old.     There  are  more 
chickens  than  fowls  on  the  market  only  from  September  through 
November. 

Meat  prices  are  the  sane  as  they  have  been.    Pork  and  better 
grade  beef  may  go  up  slightly  this  summer,  but  lower  grade  beef 
cuts  are  expected  to  be  cheaper. 

Green  peas  for  canning  and  quick  freezing  are  considerably 
above  average.    Production  estimates  for  the  other  canning  crops 
are  not  yet  available.    Plantings  of  sweet  corn  and  tomatoes  are 
much  less  this  year,  but  there's  a  prospect  of  a  slight  increase 
for  snap  beans. ' 

This  concludes  the  fortnightly  tips  for  food  shoppers  from 
the  Department  of  Agriculture.    More  in  two  weeks. 


